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Erie Railroad was a train railroad which was operating in the Northeast United States in the ancient times and it first connected New York city. It came up due to the charter put forward by Governor Enos Thompson Throop in the year 1832. This is because the Governor felt that the state did not have good means of transport which could lead to low economic fortunes. It was once termed as the fourth way to Chicago. In the year 1841, the railroad was given the chance to expand and cross in the northeast corner of Pennsylvania on the west side of the Delaware River. The construction works for the Railroad began in 1836. However, it experienced some financial problems in 1841 and lasted until 1846 when construction began all over again. The railroad gauge was 6 feet that is 1829 mm wide which was believed to be of superior technology which made the gauge standard and stable. The railroad was the dominant carrier in the Eastern United States in the 19th century, (Grant & Roger, p. 98).
In the mid-20th  century, the Railroad was encountered with heavy debts which made it look for merger partners to combine their capital and continue with the Railroad constructions and operations.  This made it merge with other companies and ended up joining the Delaware, Lackawanna and Western to form Erie-Lackawanna in the year 1960. In the year1841, when the Railroad was being constructed heading to the west in Port Jervis and Binghamton, it led to the construction of Starrucca Viaduct in Lanesboro which forms one of the greatest feats in engineering. The design for Starrucca Viaduct was done by Julius W. Adams and James P. Kirkwood. This was a bridge which was 1040 feet in length and would accommodate two tracks at a go. 
Erie railroad extended its rail to Binghamton in 1847 where it first constructed 207 miles of the rail but later added it up to 447 miles in 1851. It was in the year 1851 when the first train went through the entire length of the Railroad. After one year of operation, Erie Railroad acquired two other smaller rail lines which are the Paterson and Hudson River Rail Road and Paterson and Ramapo Railroad which made the bigger Erie Railroad reach Jersey City, New Jersey through Suffern in New York. In Jersey City, Erie constructed Pavonia Terminal along the Hudson River which was made to offer ferry services into Manhattan. However, the Pavonia Terminal was only used for a short time until the year 1958 when Erie Railroad started using Delaware, Lackawanna and Hoboken Terminal in the west which was much larger, (Grant & Roger, p. 130).
In the year 1867, it experienced a big battle called the Erie war where there were struggles for the management of the company. The war was spearheaded by Cornelius Vanderbilt of the New York Central who fought with Daniel Drew, Jay Gould, and Jim Fisk for chances to rule over the railroad. It was Gould who gained the position and took control of the railroad from the year 1868 and ruled for four years. 
After Fredrick Underwood became the president of the railroad in 1900, there were many improvements in the railroad. Underwood had an objective of improving the infrastructure and he spent massively on these improvements. Underwood in his reign completed the double tracking of the mainline to Chicago, bought new locomotives, initiated time freights to Chicago, he made sure that the railroad company does not undergo another bankruptcy by adopting innovative financing and installed Automatic Block Signals, (Grant & Roger, p. 141).

In the 1920s, the management of Erie Railroad Train Station was taken over by the Van Sweringen brothers who apart from controlling the Erie’s Railroad to Chicago, they also controlled the Chesapeake and Ohio, Denver and Rio Grande Western, and Pere Marquette. However, the brothers died in the 1930s hence they did not influence much in Erie Railroad. The great depression of 1929 and the economic downturn of the 1930s brought about a great decline in the operation of Erie Railroad. This led to the company being denounced as bankrupt in 1938 until 1941 when it emerged again under the same name of Erie Railroad. It enjoyed high profits in world war II which enabled the company to clear much of its debts. Besides paying its debts due to the high profits realized, it bought new diesel locomotives, (Holbrook & Stewart p. 76). The railroad really served America during its industrial revolution despite the economic downturns it faced in the economy due to the business cycles and other factors.
In the 1950s, Erie Railroad enhanced efforts to reduce traffic losses by campaigning for industrial development along its property and they ended up launching new trailer-on-flatcar service in 1954. Erie operated more than 2300 route miles while its Chicago-New York main line was 998 miles in length. It had respectable passenger services names which included the Erie Limited which gave the guests Pullman parlor-buffets, deluxe coaches, and other services and Lake cities although with a schedule of 24 hours, ((Ash, p. 134). 
After Erie merged with Lackawanna, they formed the new Erie-Lackawanna Railroad which began its official operations in 1960 where it covered a total length of 3031miles. However, the Erie-Lackawanna was not successful since it made millions of loses from the start. The debts were even made worse after the deepening recession of 1958. In 1963, Bill White became the new manager of Erie-Lackawanna railroad and he was working hard to reverse the bankruptcy of the company and his efforts increased the company’s earnings. Erie’s Hornell which was the largest repair facility closed an impact which pulled back the company. The Erie track lines between Hornell and Binghamton were destroyed in 1972 by Hurricane Agnes, (Grant & Roger, p. 157).
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